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Low Water Closes Zone 4 of Big Cypress National Preserve

Acting Superintendent Carol A. Clark announced today that Zone 4 of the Stairsteps Unit of Big 

Cypress National Preserve will be temporarily closed for airboat travel effective 12:01 a.m. Thursday, 

April 8, 2004.  Park rangers and representatives from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission report dry conditions.  Long sections of the designated airboat trails are nearly dry 

throughout Zone 4.

Exposed limestone rocks alongside and within the airboat trails make safety a major consideration for 

the closure.

“We clearly need to close the trails until adequate water levels return to the area” reported Acting 

Superintendent Clark.  “The safety of recreational airboat users in the Preserve is a major cause for 

concern.”

With continued use under these conditions, soil is displaced in the trails and damage to fragile natu-

ral resources occurs.  The National Park Service is directed by Executive Order 11644 to immediately 

close areas or trails under their jurisdiction, or to discontinue use of certain vehicle types, whenever 

it is determined that such use will cause considerable adverse effects on the soil, vegetation, wildlife, 

or wildlife habitat, of particular areas.

National Park Service staff in coordination with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-

sion will continue monitoring water levels in the Stairsteps Unit and will reopen Zone 4 when hydro-

logic conditions improve. 
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